Chinese, English, French, Russian, and Spanish, begins its preamble: "Health is a state of complete physical, mental, and social well-being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity." Further, the Constitution declares that the "enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is one of the fundamental rights of every human being without distinction of race, religion, political belief, economic or social condition."
These principles embody high ideals but they are neither impractical nor impossible to realize. The new World Health Organization is broader in aim and scope than were earlier agencies concerned with international health problems, but it is also stronger in function and authority than were the combined forerunners. The new Organization recognizes that the unequal promotion of health and the uneven control of disease in different countries are the planet's common peril. Conversely, raising health standards in any state is beneficial to peoples everywhere. With air lanes cross-hatching the modern map of the world, the World Health Organization has built its globe-girdling foundations on the thesis that no nation can isolate itself from disease vectors by means of purely defensive barriers such as quarantine. Rather, disease must be attacked at its sources. In a world of rapidly shifting environment, optimum health for all peoples is essential in achieving international security, and peace, and freedom.
These propositions are not new. The need for international cooperation on health matters was recognized in the days of sailing vessels and horse-drawn vehicles. The need was accentuated by the advent of steam transport, and with it the more rapid spread of disease. The The Health Assembly will define geographic areas for regional organizations, each of which will be an integral part of WHO. Unless rejected within a given time, assembly regulations in these broad fields of public health will be binding upon signers of the Constitution: sanitary, quarantine, and other measures to prevent the spread of disease; nomenclature; standards of diagnostic procedures; standards of safety, purity, and potency of biological, pharmaceutical, and other products; and the advertising and labeling of such products moving in international commerce.
As directing and coordinating authority on international health work, the World Health Organization will maintain cooperation not only with the main body of the United Nations, but also with related international agencies-the Food and Agriculture Organization, on worldwide nutrition and rural health; the International Labor Office, on industrial hygiene and social insurance; the Provisional International Civil Aviation Organization, on checking the spread of disease through rapid transport; the Trusteeship Council, on the health of dependent peoples; the Narcotics Commission, in the field of habit-forming drugs. To prevent gaps and overlapping in these areas, the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations will act as coordinator. The World Health Organization also will collaborate actively with specialized national agencies, government health offices, and professional groups.
When governments request theOrganization will assist in strengthening health services, will furnish technical assistance, and give necessary aid in emergencies. Upon request of the United Nations, WHO will provide health services to special groups, such as peoples of trust territories. In epidemiology, the Organization will provide technical, statistical, and other services, and advance work in eradicating both epidemic and endemic diseases. In cooperation with specialized agencies, the Health Organization will promote the prevention of accidental injuries, and the improvement of nutrition, housing, sanitation, recreation, economic or working conditions, and other aspects of environmental hygiene. The agency will further contribute to the advancement of health by cooperating with scientific and professional groups, and by proposing appropriate conventions, agreements, and regulations.
The World Health Organization will promote child and maternal welfare; further activities in the field of mental health, particularly those contributing to the improvement of human relations; and encourage and conduct health research. It Moreover, our membership will provide the means of demonstrating superior techniques, methods, and products developed by Americans, with a subsequent increased demand for our skills and materials. Further, standardization of drugs and biologicals will give us anr expanded international market for products whose quality and potency are universally accepted.
Our own protection against disease is a prime consideration. Global airways make the gravest kinds of disease a constant threat to this nation, and to all nations. Tourists, business representatives, and others visiting foreign countries from the United States need protection abroad. The World Health Organization offers the means of eradicating such diseases as typhus, yellow fever, smallpox, bubonic plague, and malaria, which constitute a menace to our nation and our nationals.
The contributions of public health sciences in an interdependent world can bring us nearer our total objectives of security, peace, and freedom. So far, the application of this complex knowledge has been uneven. In progressive countries, the life span has doubled within this generation, while in blighted regions, one-half of all children born do not reach the age of six years. In many sections of our planet, the commonest aspects of health and sanitation are unknown in our modern sense-uncontaminated water supplies, services and facilities of doctors and hospitals, and curative drugs such as the sulfonamides and penicillin.
We must not only expand our present knowledge, but we must insure its utilization for the compelling objective of the World Health Organization. I believe that health must take its place with religion and education to help bring people everywhere to their common goal of dynamic peace. For health personnel, this is a sober responsibility. In the final analysis, however, it will not be the public health worker on whom must rest the decision for the success or failure of WHO. The collective conscience of mankind will determine whether a research worker improves antibiotic products or increases the deadliness of nuclear fission. The "If we can do this we can-in a period of twenty years-not only compensate for the ravages of war, but raise the world society to a level it has never known before."
